
14 Understanding Underwriting

Cancer is the uncontrolled growth of cells. There are 
many different types of cancer and it is a complicated 
condition with decisions ranging from ordinary rates to 
decline. The terms we offer depend on the type of cancer, 
how long ago it was treated and whether it has spread.
  

What terms can be offered?
•  We will not be able to offer terms until initial treatment 

has been successfully completed. For some cancers there 
is an additional postponement period of up to five years 
before terms can be offered

•  We will always exclude the specific cancer from critical 
illness. Sometimes an extra premium will also be charged 
to cover the complications of treatment or the possibility 
of secondary cancers developing.

What do we need to know?
The main piece of information we use to rate cancer is 
the classification, which a patient doesn’t often have. 
However, we can give an idea of a likely indication of the 
loading with the following information:

• Location/type of cancer

•  How long ago initial treatment (surgery, chemotherapy 
or radiotherapy) was finished and the customer was told 
they were in remission.

•  Whether the cancer has spread e.g. to lymph nodes or 
other parts of the body

If the customer does know the classification we will be 
able to be more accurate when indicating terms. 
They may have this information from their hospital 
discharge letter. The most common classification is known 
as “TNM” although there are others.

Other information which may be available is:

Breast cancer

• Tumour size

• Tumour grade

•  Whether any maintenance treatment is being prescribed 
such as tamoxifen or Herceptin

Skin melanoma

• Tumour thickness

• Clark level

There are many factors which affect a rating for cancer. 
We are unlikely to be able to give an indication of terms 
over the phone unless you already have a quote including 
the premium, sum assured and term. We will also need 
full details about the tumour itself.

•  To illustrate the range of ratings, the following 
extra premiums would be charged on life cover of 
£100,000 after a history of breast cancer:

•  T1N0M0 – small tumour, no spread – terms can 
be offered as soon as treatment is completed at an 
extra £41.66 per month. Two years after treatment is 
completed we could even offer standard rates.

•  T3N1M0 grade 2 – large tumour with spread to 
lymph nodes – terms cannot be offered until five 
years after initial treatment is completed, then 
£225 extra per month. This does reduce over time 
but the minimum rating that would ever apply is 
£41.66 per month.

 This is why it is important to get the full information 
 before asking for an indication of terms.

Life Cover
• terms depend on how long in remission

Critical Illness
• terms depend on how long in remission

• cancer will always be excluded

IP/TPD/WOP
• terms depend on how long in remission

Global treatment
Global Treatment will be declined

Is medical 
evidence required?
Yes, we will always request a 
report from the customer’s GP for 
the technical information we require.

Cancer
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